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Ms. Mary P. Burke, Secretary
Wisconsin Department of Commerce
201 West Washington Avenue
Madison, WI 53703
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Telephone: (1) (608) 266-7088
FAX: (1) (608) 266-3447
mburke@commerce.state.wi.us
http://commerce.wi.gov
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& | Dear Business Leader:

I am excited to introduce you to the State of Wisconsin,
USA and to tell you that Wisconsin is a great place to
do business. Many Japanese companies, such as
Kikkoman Corporation and Sony, have already
discovered the benefits of investing in Wisconsin and
exporting their products to our state.

Wisconsin companies profit from a sustained competitive advantage
attributed directly to high employee productivity; accessible suppliers and
support services; stable utilities; proximity to major markets; core educa-
tion and training programs, plus much more. Through my Grow Wiscon-
sin economic plan, I’ve lowered business tax burdens and improved the
regulatory climate. In addition, Wisconsin offers employees a low cost of
living and a wonderful quality of life.

Wisconsin is a leader in manufacturing, forest products, agriculture,
and technology. Our state is home to Harley-Davidson, Kohler Corpora-
tion, Rockwell International, GE Healthcare, Johnson Controls, Promega
and many other prominent manufacturers. Wisconsin is a national leader
in several manufacturing segments like the production of small gasoline
engines, lawn machinery and industrial equipment.

Our productive and extensive forests help us rank first in the USA in
papermaking and our forest products sector is thriving. Long known as
“America’s Dairyland” due to our strong agricultural industry, our state is
now using technologies to grow our agricultural biotech and value-added
product sectors. Finally, thanks to our strong research and development
activity, Wisconsin is an active place for fast moving, technology
companies and a fertile place to launch new companies and ideas.

I invite you to learn more about Wisconsin and to explore the business
benefits that our many Japanese partners already enjoy.

Sincerely,

o S

Jim Doyle
Governor
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Wisconsin has favorable business tax policies. Wisconsin has property tax
exemptions for manufacturing machinery and equipment, computers and
computer equipment; inventories, and pollution-control equipment; a sales
tax exemption for energy used in manufacturing; and tax credits for research
and development. There is also a 60-percent capital gains exclusion, no
inheritance and gift taxes and no unitary tax on foreign-owned corporations.
Finally, our state has recently adopted a single-sales-factor tax treatment for
businesses that provides considerable cost savings.

Wisconsin has the energy and communications infrastructure to provide
quality service for years to come. Wisconsin has safe and reliable utility
services and our financially strong utilities are planning for the future.
Telecommunications companies continue to make massive investments to
keep our state’s communication’s networks competitive with other parts of
the USA and the world.

Wisconsin is quality living at an affordable price. Housing costs are well
below the national average. In Wisconsin, it is quite common to work in an
urban setting yet live in a small community. Yet, work commute times are
considerably lower than other major cities in the USA. According to the
USA Federal Bureau of Investigations, Wisconsin has one of the lowest
crime rates in the country.

Wisconsin is a globally competitive center of applied technology and
research. Wisconsin is reinvigorating its traditional manufacturing,
agriculture, tourism and service industries with new technology. In addition,
our state is a leading research center — with the number one public research
university in the USA - and we have improved our services for emerging
industries, start-up businesses, inventors and entrepreneurs. Research
collaborations between international businesses, scientists and inventors and
Wisconsin are common and several are ongoing with Japan.

Wisconsin and Japan are strong friends and business partners. Wiscon-
sin was the site of the first Japanese-owned manufacturing facility in the
USA when the Kikkoman Corporation established a soy sauce brewing plant
here in 1972. This began a positive relationship that has led to investment in
Wisconsin by Fuji Heavy Industries, Yamaha Motor Company, Sumitomo
Electric and many others. Wisconsin established a sister-state relationship
with Chiba Prefecture in 1990 and our state continues regular cultural,
business and education exchanges. Japan is Wisconsin’s fourth-largest
export customer.

R DR -

FMNTERRIKE Y 4 2 a2 NN 2 2 H IR S L
WIGIT CH AW EH L EFT-WERWET, Fva—<r, Y

=—%MEH% L DHRDODEENLIN~DOFE A v &2 RH L.
F A Y~ ST ET,

T4 A N OREITEENTH R MR CTE DRENH
0 ET, OB  KEREOIRE ; (FETX 2 AE
% EEMSG~OIE  BHE LIS L T, ROoU s A3
VIR SRR A L, MBI A R L, IEABLO A AR
USRI o2 EiE U E Lz, EdBIEV AR & #E
O LWAETREREZ IR L TV ET,

U A oNMITEEER ARG, R, e A eE L
TWET, BINI—L—F T4 KV 4h, a—F—f, vy’
Tt GENVAZ TR, Yarv Y ray ha—uth, X
T NEEEEL e EoMrThH Y F9, F T
XFEPEERR D B TIIEKTHL Fy 77 T ATHY £,

I DEFEED B WIE KRR OBET, BRETILEL—THY
AMBERITER L TWET, MOWEEXDOBRTES “TAU D
FCEHE “L S TWETN, 5T BEASLA, &
RIS C R LT E T, R ICHERE 2 FZEBI I L Y
U A2l MR AR SR B S AL OTE T 2 AT T
HOVFHLWTATT, BEZFOHHITCHY 7,

T4 AN EERRICE o LMo TIHE, < D HARDAE
DI BEEIZEZ LTS A Y v M EFRERBTET £ hEes

Vo e

A RAV
VR N




Wisconsin is a national leader in business climate, education and quality of
life. Check out these rankings:

#1 USA City for Business and Careers - Forbes Magazine

#1 and #2 USA Medium Cities for Doing Business - Inc. Magazine
#1 Best Place to Live in America - Money Magazine

#1 Healthiest City for Men - Men’s Health Magazine

#1 USA Producer of Ginseng — U.S. Dept. of Commerce

#1 USA Producer of Cheese — U.S. Dept. of Agriculture

#1 USA Papermaking State — Wisconsin Paper Council

#1 USA Public University in Total Research Spending — NSF

Wisconsin has a strong business climate and is a committed partner.
Wisconsin has worked hard to build one of the most aggressive support
systems available for established and new businesses. With a balanced budget
and a tradition of efficiency in government, our state is recognized as a model
of sound fiscal management.

Wisconsin is committed to public-private partnerships and this allows us
to help businesses fund expansions, start-ups, worker training initiatives,
as well as technology initiatives. Governor Doyle recently enacted compre-
hensive regulatory reform to streamline and improve services to businesses.
The state also offers a one-stop, on-line Business Wizard to help businesses
determine licensing, permitting and regulatory requirements and identify
available state resources. Technical assistance is available for site selection,
financial packaging, export initiatives, and a host of other business needs.

Wisconsin has top-ranked education resulting in skilled employees.
Wisconsin's technical college system — America’s first and finest — has 47
campuses throughout the state. Many of these campuses offer manufacturing
assessments, quality improvement assistance, and worker training that is
custom-tailored to company needs. The University of Wisconsin System has
more than 150,000 students and conducts extensive research and development.
It also offers a host of technology-transfer resources to business.

Wisconsin is located just north of Chicago and offers one-day shipping
access to over one-third of the nation's population. Wisconsin offers a
comprehensive network of toll-free, controlled-access highways and extensive
rail service. In addition, Wisconsin has fourteen major commercial ports and
12 airports provide regularly scheduled year-round air carrier services that
connect global markets to the state.
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