LOIS:

A New Economic Development Tool
for Your Community

4 The Internet has become a
heavily used resource for
economic development and
demographic information. An
estimated 80% of preliminary
site selection now happens on
the Web, to the point where
communities without compre-
hensive data available online
potentially run the risk of not
being considered.

LOIS—LocationOne® Information
System—is a sophisticated
Web-based database you can
implement thanks to a partnership
between Forward Wisconsin, the
Department of Commerce and
the state’s electric utilities.

At no cost to you, your community
can now be featured on one of
the country’s most sophisticated
online marketing databases.

¢ LOIS’s online, searchable
database allows you to
promote your commercial/
industrial properties and
sites, locally and nationally,
via seamless integration
with your Web site(s).

¢ LOIS’s many features and
applications include GIS
mapping and demographic
data you can format into
community profiles and
exportable reports.

* LOIS’s ease of use, single-
point data entry, ongoing
system enhancement and
user customization options
make it a powerful tool for
your ongoing need.
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Who Can Use LOIS? Is There A Cost?

Local governments, area cham-
bers of commerce and economic
development organizations can
implement and maintain LOIS.

As a result of the partnership
between Forward Wisconsin, the
Department of Commerce and
the state’s electric utilities, there
is no cost to you to participate in
LOIS.

* Use and integration of LOIS
into your Web site are free,
except for any site modifica-
tion costs from your Web
designer.

* Training sessions conducted
by Forward Wisconsin are
free.

* A modest level of mainte-
nance is needed for adminis-
tration/updates once initial
data entry is done.

Why LOIS? Benefits and Value

LOIS is presently used by more
than 5,000 communities in

12 states. Content is based on
national site selection standards
developed by the International
Economic Development Council.
The system holds over 1,200 data
elements, organized into 25 spread-
sheets. You have the ability to:

* Post demographic and eco-
nomic development infor-
mation online via your own
Web site.

¢ Develop community profiles;
do data searches; compare

your data with other commu-
nities, regions and states in
the system.

¢ Publicize with text, photos
and maps your available
commercial/industrial build-
ings and sites—locally and
nationally. LOIS incorporates
a powerful GIS mapping
capability.

* Print/export data posted on
the Web as reports and/or
fliers in .pdf or .html format
or download into Microsoft
Excel spreadsheets.






1 |  Metros/Regions |

Janesville-Beloit, WI MSA

Demographics 3

Population and Households | Net Migration | Workforce i ittair

1t | General

Population and Households
Population by Age

1990 2000 2004 2008 (Projection)
17 and Under 37,754 (27.06%) 40,287 (26.45%) 38,838 (24.96%) 37,953 (24.11%)
18-34 36,631 (26.25%) 33,429 (21.94%) 34,540 (22.20%) 35,315 (22.43%)
18-34 35,220 (25.24%) 45,784 (30.06%) 46,244 (29.73%) 45,842 (29.12%)
18-34 22,082 (15.82%) 23,636 (15.51%) 26,082 (16.76%) 28,286 (17.97%)
18-34 7,823 (5.60%) 9,171  (6.02%) 9,841 (6.32%) 9,988  (6.34%)
Total 139,510 (99.97%) 152,307 (99.98%) 155,545 (99.97%) 157,384 (99.97%)

Data Source: U.S. Census Data and Applied Geographic Solutions, Inc.

Multipurpose community profiles using LOIS’s Metro/Regions section are
exemplified in this one for the Janesville-Beloit MSA region.

The “behind-the-scenes”
Administration site is where
users enter and maintain data.
A unique user name and pass-
word is assigned to each user.
Data management can be
assigned to any party—e.g., eco-
nomic development organization,
city, county, chamber of commerce
or regional organization. Forward
Wisconsin provides the data in
the state, county and metropolitan
statistical area (MSA) sections.
Each participating community must
enter data specific to their locality.

Once data entry is complete, the
information is instantly published
on the Presentation site (no
approval process). A level of
customization is available to
communities which opt to integrate
LOIS into their Web site.

For all applications, information
entered must be accurate and
up-to-date. Using good photos
of your buildings/sites is critical
to effectively market your proper-
ties, e.g., in print advertising,
newsletters and at trade shows.

How To Get Started

Your LOIS Contact:
Sharon Seffrood,
Web Marketing Specialist
Forward Wisconsin
Toll Free: 1-800-669-1190
Local: (608) 261-2501

Training Sessions:
For dates and locations,
visit Forward Wisconsin’s
Web site at
www.forwardwi.com

This brochure developed and printed courtesy of Madison Gas and Electric.
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