LET US HELP PUWOUR
BUSINESS INWISCONSIN"
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\W isconsin’s business costs are moderate and competitive witlosading
states and are considerabfyer than major coastal metro areas. Our energy
costs are competitig,and just as important, they are reliable and abundant.
Wisconsin also has a high quality of life with low crjfoe poverty, excellent
medical facilities and many wonderful things to do

WISCONSIN
You can putWisconsin’s peerful business climatexperienced gower base, ORGANIC
varied crops, excellent water sugphigh quality workforceand our many other GROWERS ARE
advantages to work for your food processing business. FaiWéisconsinthe ON THE RISE

state’s business marketing groapd the Wisconsin Department of Commerce,

Wisconsin’s state@vernment business agency, are anxious to assist you.The

Wisconsin team can provide assistance with 'nancial packages, help in locatir  Qur sTATE RANKS #3

a site or building, mvide business information and cost comparative data, offer  AvMoNG THE NUMBER

technical assistance and moRat us to work for you" OF CERTIEIED ORGANIC

OPERATIONSTHAT ARE
p IN BUSINESS.
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Wisconsin

. . ARE 469 ORGANIC
Forward Wisconsin

201 W. Washington Ave., Ste. 500
Madison, WI 53703-2796

Phone: 608.261.2500

Toll Free: 1.800.669.1190

OPERATORSIN
WISCONSIN ALONE.

< commerce.wi.gov
Q{I sconsin
Department of Commerce
Wisconsin Department of Commerce
201 West Washington Arenue

Madison, WI 53703-2796
Phone: 608.266.1018

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT US ON THE BB AT
WWW.FORWARDWI.COM
WWW.COMMERCE.WI.GOV

WISCONSIN - THE RIGHT MIX FOROUR FOOD
PROCESSING BUSINESS

Come join us iWisconsin" Whenyou do, you willbe in gpod company Food
processing giants such as Ore-lda, Oscayev&raft, Kikkoman FoodsSargen,
Ocean Spray Cranberries and Nabisco — to namena-féhawe chosenVisconsin
sites because of our state’s business climate andtyaélife.Wisconsn is hane
to over 1,000 food processing !Irms and has madewjng the bod processng
cluster a top state economic @delopment priority.
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TRADITION T he State of Wisconsin is one of the most diversgiaultual stags in

the nation - and is among the top ten agriculturattesain the US.n fact,
Wisconsin’Sfarms and agricultural businesses geteenaore than $515 bilion in
economic activity and provide jobs for 420,000 pexplith approximatey one
out of every eight state citizens working in a job, tethto farming. Therefore

it should come as no surprise that food processim@visonsin’s largds
manufacturing industry

WiSCONSN RANKS
AMONG THE TOP
STATESIN KEY FOOD
AND AGRICULTURAL
CATEGORIES
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GROWERS EXTENSIVE .o
SEED AND PLANT
RESEARCH AND

FERTILE LAND MAKE
THIS A HIGH-YIELD
STATE

\W hen you take a look at the numbers, it is clear that states food
processing sector is a vital part of Wisconsin’s ecmiyd-ood processing boasts
gross annual reerues of about $10 billion, empts 62,000 people and generate
an annual payroll of nelgr$2.2 billion.

Wisconsin Ranks:

# 1st in beans for processing, corn for silage,
cheeseaanberries, and ginseng

# 2nd in butter, milk, and milk cows

# 3rd in carots, green peas for processing,
potatoes, andseet corn for processing

# 4th in maple syrujpoats and tart cherries

# 5th in cucumbers for pickles and mint for oil

In addition, steady, reliable fo od suppl ies are
crucial to Wisconsin farmers  who provide a
stable grower base and decad es of agricultural
experience. Our state farmer s have invested

in permanent irrigation for mo  re than 130,000
acres of land and have a stron g commitment to
vegetable and crop productio n.
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\\/hether its cranberries, potatoes, processegdigats Stuated in the hert of the Upper Midwest region of the = WORK FORCE
productsmnfectionsalued-added vegetalieseages, cheese United States, Wiscomshas an ideal location that w \WVisconsin has an experienced food processing workforce and
or some other type of food sabtisconsin has the supporting put your busness in close proximity to major markets = an gpundance of what is becoming an endangered species
businesses to make your operation successful. Our state isci tiop Midwest and @nada. Time to those markets in some places--people who like toWdedonsin’s worker
producer for paper compajyiEsters and plastics !rms, which is further reducedby Wiscons's well-maintaned productivity in our larger industries is at 5%-20% above the
are great bené when you are packaging your food product tffansportation network. national averagd_oyalty is another notion still in style in
addition,Wisconsin is a state with a strong manufacturing hictnrv Wisconsin. According to the U.S. Department giVisglooisin
with expertise in the machinery and tool & die arenas. has one of the lowest percentages ofyaagiho choose to

leave their jobs.
AP LENT IFUL WATE R SuPPL Y

For producers and processors who need abundant, clean, A C omm ITveNT T 0 QUAL ITY T RANING &

economical waférfisconsin is an oasis with access to 69% ¢ TECHN 0LOG Y T RANSFER

the nation’s freshwater supiy a hole just about anywhere \Wisconsin is a leader in training and tech trénsfstate

in Wisconsiand you'll Ind a dependable water sugsigath wasthe Irstto establish a technical college system ams the !

the state’s rich soils is buried a precious resource, an estir to set up apprenticeship agreements withyesiplwough

two quadrillion gallons of groundvi@evesincreasingly tap its 47 campuses and numerous outreach ctetéVisconsin

this stable water source for irrigaedmlike other producer Tednical College System (WTCS) offers manufacturing

stategWisconsin is not “mining” this resource because anni assessmentgiality improvement assistaaudworker training

precipitation fully renews it. that is custom-tailored to company needsindustries
frequently turn to the WTCS for training in supervisory skills

CeNT RAL L ocation |s A KEY INGR EDIEN T quality improvement, microcomputer applications and even

Food processing/distribution companies, concerned aboul conversational Spanish for a bilingual workforce.

transportation and location, are taking a close look atWisc

Our location meanspmity to raw materials, packaging Wisconsin encompasses54,314 syuare mil esand

companies, food products and related processing machine has 72 counties and 13 Metropolitan Stat istical

Irms. It also means immediate and easy access to markel Areas (MSAs). Several major metropolitan ar easare
close-by in neighborin g statessuch as:

Wisconsin’s public and private colleges have more than 35
programs designed to assist food processugititionally,
our university system is among the best in the world in the
transfer of applicable technology to private yrfelustxample
the University of Wisconsin-Madison is home to national food
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\Wisconsin is within 500 miles of 33 percent of the nation’

population, and 38 percent of all manufacturing. a&tivity : \?vr:ica?joixg W'TiChfiS 90Mmi]||§s sout/rcllof Milwauke e, Ir:eseg;ch ceptﬁrlsn|r;g;lLﬁg?hth?zgheniselnRisearcp/lalno?tltl;t’e

state hasw@r 112,000 miles of well-maintained higt00 i an |' gtesp rolmMNa 'hs_c’:’_ et 90 i Foodse_sea CD v 't“ ; (?f Z_ydet S_'m“.l' t Ison's "

miles of railroags major water ports on the Great Lakes, 2 « = Min neapolis/St. Paul, MN, which is just 90 miles oodScience Department offers industry-specilc training a
wed of Eau Clai re, WI makes its equipment and facilities open to industry

the Mississippi River and eight primary airports with regul:
scheduled air carrier service with easy access to the Chic That proximity to major markets means you'll save
and Minneapolis airports. Our state is also home to some money on freight costs and increasethe efficiency of
the largest interstate truckingd in the U.2nd eflcient rail v just-in-time pro ductio n activitie s.

access to both coasts.




